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Nepalese germplasm: A scenario 
SN Institution holding  

Nepalese PGRFA 
Acc # 

1 CGIAR Centers (Genesys) 11,702 

2 Other Centers (NIAS, EURISCO) 7,607 

3 National Genebank 10,600 

4 Community Seed Banks in Nepal 1,300 

Total 31,209 



The major initiatives undertaken to implement 
ITPGRFA 

•  Public awareness 

•  On value of  plant genetic 
resources and their 
interdependency for 
securing food security  

•  Wider consultation of  
related stakeholders  

•  Preparation of  Nepal 
Annex1 of  different crops 
to be included in the MLS  

Origin of  released varieties of  4 crops 



Crops and their accessions to be decided for the 
inclusion in the IT/MLS  

• Released crop varieties  

•   Accessions of  duplicate names in CG 
Genebanks 

• Accessions that can contribute to Global 
food security 

•   Rare and endangered accessions 

•   Accessions already in the CG Genebanks 



The major initiatives undertaken to implement 
ITPGRFA 

•  Identification  of  incentives for the inclusion of  PGRFA 
in the MLS by eliminating disincentives 



Suggested Incentives and Policy options for Inclusion of  
PGRFA in the MLS 

•  Recognize and provide evidence of  the materials deposited for the donor of  the 
PGR (legal and natural person) put in the MLS even if  it is not commercialized. 

•  Ensure clear mechanism for sharing of  the benefits for the commercial use of  
the PGR provided by any country or community. Technological advancements 
are necessary to trace the flow of  genetic resources put in the MLS system to 
ensure that they are not used for commercial purposes without sharing the 
benefits. 

•  Ensure the providers of  the PGR that the resources used in the MLS will not be 
misused. Develop and revise legislation to protect the rights of  the donor over 
the misuse of  their resources. The MLS should ensure that the PGR in the MLS 
system shall be used only for food security and not for trade interests. 

•  Educate the custodians of  the resources that their contribution will be helpful to 
food security of  the people all over the world. 

•  Develop National legislations that provide custodian farmers and other owners 
and donors for their right over the genetic resources so that they can have 
authority for providing PGR to the MLS and negotiating for benefit sharing. 



The major initiatives undertaken to implement 
ITPGRFA 

•  Analyzed the legal and policy space for the implementation of  
the MLS. 
•  Review of  Existing Policies 

•  Interim Constitution of  Nepal 2007: Nepal Treaty Act, 1990: 
Environment Protection Act (EPA), 1997: Environment Protection 
Rules, 1997: National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act (NPWCA), 
1973: National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Rules, 1974: Seed Act, 
1988 AD (Amendment 2008 AD): Seed Rules, 1997: Forest Act, 1992: 
Forest Rules, 1995: Plant Protection Act, 2007: Plant Protection Rules, 
1975:  

•  Review Draft Bills:  
•  Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit Sharing (AGRBS) in 2002: 

Plant Variety Protection and Farmers' Rights Bill:  

•  Review Policies/Plans and Strategies:  
•  Agro-biodiversity Policy, 2007: National Agriculture Policy (NAP), 2004 



Revision of  Policies 
•  Agrobiodiversity Policy, 2007 

•  Nepal Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

•  Forwarded 3 major proposals 
•  Agrobiodiversity Policy revision with immediate priority.  

•  Immediate actions for national implementation of  ITPGRFA 
through separate law making. 

•  Ratification of  Nagoya Protocol by Nepal (which clearly spells out 
the ITPGRFA and limits the scope of  access to genetic resources and 
benefit sharing provisions of  CBD for bio prospecting related PGR 
by excluding PGRs to be used for food and agriculture).  

•  Drafting separate bill to implement the ITPGRFA 
•  Underway 



The major initiatives undertaken to implement 
ITPGRFA 

•  Establishment of  competent authority to implement the 
ITPGRFA 

•  Based on review, internal discussion with the lead experts and IT 
focal point  

•  Initiated efforts to identify and designate national authority to 
consider requests for access to materials in MLS and regulate the 
business related to ITPGRFA.  

Proposed Institutional/administrative 
Framework 



Challenges 

•  Frequent change of  Staffs including IT Focal Point 

•  Creation of  awareness on the importance of  ITPGRFA to 
relevant stakeholders including farmers has been 
continued, however, more awareness with regards to MLS 
still to be strengthened.  

•  Sufficient information and database on country’s PGRFA 
is not available. 

•  Infrastructure and human resources is not sufficient to 
effectively implement ITPGRFA 



Opportunities 

•  Revision of  Agrobiodiversity Policy, 2007  

•  Global Access of  PGR through MLS 

•  Development of  country legislation in PGR access, benefit 
sharing, use and conservation 

•  Access to technology 

•  Access to benefit sharing fund 


