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Geographical location of the district 

• Rakai district is located in the south western 
region of Uganda and it is boardered by 
Lyantonde district in the North East, Masaka 
district in the East, Kalangala district in the 
South-East and Kiruhura district in the West. 
The district headquarters are in Rakai town 
council which is about 190 kms from Kampala. 
It has an area of about 4,989 square 
kilometers. 



Geographical location cont’d 

Out of the total district land area, wetlands (both 
permanent and seasonal) occupy 1,234sq km 
which represents about 25.2% of the total land 
area. 

The North – Eastern and western parts of the 
district are hilly only interrupted by two major 
lakes i.e. Kijanebalola and Kacheera and 
occasional wide flat valleys. The south eastern 
and north eastern parts of the district comprise 
flat to undulating plains. 



Population 

The total population is 404,326 and about 96.2% 
of this is rural, indicating that these are 
basically farmers. 

Almost 90% of the district’s population depend 
mainly on natural resources for their 
livelihood and as a result, this has caused 
various negative impacts on the environment. 



Status of natural resources in the 
district 

(a) Water: Rakai district can be said to have 
adequate surface and sub surface water 
reserves although in some parts of the district, 
especially in the north western plains, there is 
severe water shortage especially during the dry 
season 

In the south eastern part of the district lies the 
famous lake Victoria with its well known great 
fresh water and fisheries potential. 

    



Status of natural resources cont’d 

In the centre is lake Kijanebalola which is 
shallow but fairly large. In the west at the 
boarder with Kiruhura district is lake Kacheera 
which is also shallow and small. 

The district also has numerous streams, 
wetlands and several rivers as well as many 
springs which emerge from the valley sides 



Status of natural resources cont’d 

(b) Land: With the increasing population from 
330,401 in 1991 to 404,326 in 2002, land 
degradation has been done in a bid to share the 
limited land resources 

(c) Wetlands: A lot of economic activities are taking 
place within the wetlands of the district and 
these include: fishing, farming, agricultural 
activities, brick laying. This has led to a rise in the 
water table thereby rendering most of the 
boreholes and shallow wells useless. 

 



Status of natural resources cont’d 

(d)Forest Resources 

The forests of Rakai District cover about 363.8 
km2. The major forests (total of 151 km2) are 
found in the Sango Bay area in the southern 
part of the district. They occupy part of the 
Kagera River floodplain, and are surrounded 
by swamp and seasonally flooded grasslands. 

 

 

 

 



Status of natural resources cont’d 

They include Kaiso and Malabigambo Forest 
Reserves which are continuous with the 
Minziro forest in Tanzania. The boundary of 
these forests appears to be natural and 
follows the limits of areas of seasonally 
inundated grassland and swamp, which 
surround the forest.  



Status of natural resources cont’d 

(e) Rainfall: The Southern and Eastern parts of 
Rakai, which include Kyebe, Kabira and Kasaali 
Sub-Counties display fair distributions of 
rainfall throughout the year.  There is a 
relatively dry season around January and 
February, and another in June, July and 
August.  However, these dry periods are 
occasionally mitigated by a few light falls. 



Status of natural resources cont’d 

(f)Vegetation: Rakai is endowed with a rich 
natural environment ranging from high forest, 
savannah grassland forest and man-made 
forest.  

It ranges from the medium altitude forests on 
the shores of Lake Victoria, through swamps 
to savannas. Three broad categories can be 
used to classify the vegetation of the district, 
namely: forests, swamps and savannas. 

 



Status of natural resources cont’d 

(g) Wetlands: Rakai District shares a big of part 
of the Uganda wetland system that covers 
13% or 30,000 km² of the country’s total land 
area.  This includes areas of seasonallyflooded 
grassland, swamp forest, permanently flooded 
papyrus and grass swamp plus upland bog. So 
far, therefore, there is serious wetland 
degradation and the rate at which it is 
increasing is worrying if not checked.  



Status of natural resources cont’d 

Dumping especially near urban centres has 
become the order of the day. Swamp 
reclamation and conversion for agricultural 
usage is increasing as the weather patterns 
change towards having more and prolonged 
droughts. Population growth has also 
contributed to wetland encroachment as 
residents and immigrants seek more land for 
production.  

 



Status of natural resources cont’d 

Eucalyptus planting is on the increase and many 
seasonal wetlands are rapidly being turned 
into eucalyptus woodlots. Katengo wetland in 
Kyotera Town Council has been drained for 
construction, yet it is still the main source of 
water supply to the township. In fact during 
prolonged droughts the water levels fall far 
below the level required for pumping it to the 
overhead tank uphill.  



Status of natural resources cont’d 

This is a combined effect of drought and 
draining; making the residents go without 
piped and clean spring water for months. In 
Kooki County the riverine swamps are often 
drained for the production of sweet potatoes, 
millet, Irish potatoes and maize cultivation 
and Eucalyptus tree planting. 

 



Impact of Human activities on the 
environment 

 High levels of soil erosion and degradation 
among the farming communities leading to 
poor yields 

 Drainage of wetlands leading to prolonged 
dry spells 

 The protected areas have been encroached 
on by population and have reduced them to 
human settlement, cattle ranches and arable 
land. 

 Erratic rains and some times flooding  



Impact of Human activities cont’d 
 Inequitable distribution of land, migratory 

tendencies of cattle rearing communities in 
search for pastures in the dry season. 

 Deforestation in the surrounding areas in 
search for firewood for brick making. 

Pollution from the sprouting small scale 
industries and factories. 

 Incomplete combustion resulting into 
unhealthy emissions like carbon dioxide which 
pose a danger to the ozone layer. 



Thank you very much for listening  



Action taken by government and 
other players 

Lubinga Geoffrey 

CIDI 



Policies at national level 
The national environment management policy 

(1994) implemented through NEMA Act 
(1995) 

 The national wetlands policy (1995) 

The wildlife policy (1995) 

The fisheries policy (2003) 

The national Forest and tree planting Act 
(2003) 

The water Policy (1995) 



Bi laws at the district level 

The coffee phyto sanitary ordinance (2001) 
provides for good quality coffee production 
and curbing the spread of coffee wilt disease. 

The Rakai district Conservation of Musambwa 
Twin Islands Ordinance (2002) which provides 
for environmental conservation measures in 
and around Musambwa Islands and for 
sustainable development activities.  

 



District Local Initiatives 
The two ordinances related to environment 

management that have been cited above.  

Formation of Community Based Organizations 
(CBOs) like Beach Management Units (BMUs). 

Signing of community agreements like 
Collaborative Forest Management agreements 
which were signed between the communities 
living around Sango Bay Forest and National 
Forestry Authority (NFA) with the aim of 
sustainable forestry management. 



Farmers’ initiatives  
• Increase amount of land under production  

• Implement soil and water conservation 
activities  

• Changing planting dates  

• Planting trees on farm 

• Set up food storage facilities  

• Water harvesting 

• Making of compost  

• Farmers’ research (when they see particular 
insects they associate them with the rainfall 
season and they start planting. 

 



New Technologies 

Use of solar energy 

Introduction of new breeds of animals 

Introduction of improved crop varieties 

Waste disposal 

 E.t.c ( The District Environment Officer to 
supplement)  

 

 



Initiatives by NGOs 
 

Demonstrations on domestic water harvesting 
using cheaper technologies are being 
encouraged, 20 tarpaulin water tanks have 
been constructed in the 3 sub counties. 
Farmers now have water at their homes for 
domestic use and backyard farming. 

 



Low cost water harvesting tank being constructed 



Initiatives by NGOs cont’d 

Farmer to farmer sharing of knowledge and 
skills is being enhanced and the trained CBTs 
have already embarked on the task of training 
their fellow farmers. These trainings have 
been back supported by CIDI staff.  

 



A CIDI Extension Worker demonstrating Banana 
management practices 

This was taken during the training in the control of Banana Bacterial Wilt 



Initiatives by NGOs cont’d 

Groups have been trained in Sustainable 
Agriculture (SA) techniques putting emphasis 
on compost making, digging soil and water 
conservation structures, vegetable growing, 
banana and coffee management, general 
sanitation and hygiene, active participation by 
every body at home in farming  activities, food 
security, gender, HIV/ AIDS and nutrition. 

 



Salongo Samula being photographed in a water catching trench in his 
banana plantation. He planted calliandra along the trench to stabilize it 
and also use it as fodder for livestock besides fixing nitrogen into the soil. 

  

 



Initiatives by NGOs cont’d 

25 storage demonstration units were set up to 
encourage farmers store food to guard against 
food insecurity. 

 



CIDI farmers participating in Crib construction 



Initiatives by NGOs cont’d 

Several trainings on nutrition, personal hygiene 
and sanitation were conducted. All beneficiary 
farmers have the necessary sanitation facilities 
in their homes e.g. clean toilets, drying racks, 
bath shelters, tip taps, a reasonable kitchen 
and a clean compound 



A household in Kuteesa group in Kakuuto s/c with 
good sanitation facilities and a low cost water 
harvesting tank  



Children fetching water from the borehole at 
Kisuula after its inauguration  

One (01) borehole was excavated in Kisuula parish, Kasasa Subcounty, 
Kakuuto County, it was handed over to the community and it is working. 

 



Initiatives by NGOs cont’d 

35 piggery demonstration centers have been 
established and these will continue to be 
sources of young stock and knowledge to the 
farmers in the community. 

 



Right: Mrs Kisekulo (right) showing to the project team the piglets ready 
to be passed on to her fellow group members. 



Cattle being grazed in Sango Bay forest reserve 



Farmers were supported by CIDI to plant wood 
lots in the forest reserve  



A low cost water tank being constructed by CIDI 
staff 



Farmers receiving seeds from Staff of CIDI 



Farmers on a field day 



A biogas demonstration constructed by the 
organization 



Banana plantations were destroyed by BBW and 
farmers were advised to plant fruit trees 



The road to Minziiro was blocked by floods 



Geoffrey crossing to go to the field in Minziiro 


